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Melting

Among Mr. Mellon's stipulations were the
following: that additions to the collection
shall meet a high standard; that the building
in which they are housed, to be designed by
John Russell Pope, shall be erected on the
Mall near the Smithsonian Institution; that
it shall not bear the Mellon name; that the

Mellon Institute of Industrial Re-
search. See Pittsburgh, University of.

Melodeon, a musical instrument with a
keyboard, which was superseded by the
American organ. The name is also applied to
an improved variety of the accordion.

Melodrama,   strictly  speaking denotes  a

Melrose Abbey.

Smithsonian Institution shall supervise the
project; and that Congress shall provide for
the upkeep of the building. For one of the

Mdilotus officinalis.
i, Flower; 2, fruit.

pictures in the collection, Raphael's Madonna
of the House oj Alba, Mr. Mellon paid the
Soviet Government $1,166,400.

half-musical drama, or that kind of dramatic
performance in which declamation is inter-
rupted from time to time by instrumental
music. The name, however, has come to
designate a romantic play, depending mainly
on sensational incidents, thrilling situations,
and an effective denouement. See DRAMA.
Melon, the fruit of either watermelon 01
muskmelon, both members of the gourd fan%
fly.
Melpomene, the tragic muse. See Muses,
Melrose, town, Scotland, on the Tweed.
It is the center of the district associated with
Sir Walter Scott. It is chiefly noted for its
abbey, probably the finest ruin in Scotland.
Melrose is a summer resort; p. 4,518.
Melting is the change of physical state that
takes place when a solid becomes a liquid
under the influence of heat, and indicates an
increase of molecular mobility. For any given
substance that can be sufficiently heated
without undergoing chemical decomposition,
the temperature at which it occurs is a fixed
one, and the change takes place sharply.
Melting points are but little affected by pres-
sure; very great pressures, however, slightly
lower the temperature of fusion of sub-
stances that solidify with expansion, and con-
versely.